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To S, ALCOCK, Ese, 
‘ Late Chief Constable of Burslem. 
I 
From the high social position you occupy in one of 
the principal towns of this neighbourhood ; and from 
the power which that position places at your command 
for the promotion of the general good of society, I am 
indaced to address a few words to you on what, at the 
present time, may be considered not only a great moral 


evil, exergjsed by certain Manufacturers in this district 
on those ender their employ; but, also, a violation of 


the principle of the law of their country, by evading 
certain important Acts of Parliament. 

It would be folly, Sir, in me to particularize enact- 
ments of which, from your late Magisterial capacity, 
you must be fully aware. Nevertheless I may briefly state, 
that there was a time when what is called the truck 
system in this cuuntry increased, in its hideous growth, 
to that enormous extent that Government, generally so 
diffident in opposing the powers of capital, was com- | 
pelled to put forth the hand of authority to protect the 
working classes from being totally crushed beneath its | 
ponderous weight. Enactments were entered into, by 
Parliament, making it criminal for Manvfacturers to 
pay other than the current coin of the realm for labour. 
So thoroughly was the Lagislature convinced of the | 
villany of this. system, that every measure was adopted | 
that law could devise to protect the labouring population 
of this country from its murderous operation. 

Now, Sir, if it can be proved, as it most. easily can, 
that many Manufacturers, and some too filling high 
municipal stations in their different localities, practise 
the evasion of these important Acts, it is the duty of 
every good man and, more espacially of every honest 
Magistrate, to use their influence in protecting the poor 

(Bate, Printer, Hanley.) 











Dec.’ 23rp, 1843. 


| yard, are charged £1., and £1. 1s, Od. for. 





_. Price One Penny. 





against the avarice of their employers. Oh, Sir. if there 
be one deed that blackens the character of man more 
than another, it is when arich man decends to impose 
upon the poor. Force is then united to Fraud, and 
poverty must submit. Deeds against property may be 
caused hy necessity, but those against poverty are the 
offsprings of sin ;—sin of the most wicked and humiliat- 
ing kind. It is a sin uncaused by necessity, uninfluenced 
by passion. It is a cool, calculating, grasping cruelty ; 
a frightful picture of premeditated villany ! 

Sir, it is a matter of weekly experience that those 
Avis, passed for the subversion of the Truck System, 
are daily evaded by some of the principal Manufacturers 
in the neighbourhood. Food and provisions, at ex- 
cessive prices, are given in return for labour. Cloths, 
which may be had in the general market for 14s. per 
All kinds 


of Hosiery and Haberdashery the same. Some Manu- 


| facturers force those under their employ into dwellings, 


unfit for Caribs; whilst others have periodical raffles of 
articles more fit for the gewgaws of nobility than for 
the domestic wants of a working man. Cases have been 


| known in which Bankrupt Stocks of Birmingham 


Jewelery have been introduced into Manufactories work- 
ing on short time, and amongst a people wanting the 
common necessaries of life. Oh, Sir, ‘tis a bard case 


| to witness hungry men and women carrying home Pins 


and Broaches at 2s. and 2s, 6d. each, when the same 
may be had, at Birmingham, at 1Is,6d. per dozen, 
and: when their little ones meet them at the door, 
crying for bread, to present them with pasfe. Tis 
indeed a hard sight; and yet such scenes have been, 
and may be, again, unless you, and eyery other good 
man, combine to check such villanous proceedings. 11 
the laws of the land cannot be enforced against conduct 
like this, let us endeavour to give that direction to 
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public opinion, that shall call down the odium of an 
intellig: nt people ou these violators of the spirit and 
principle of the law. 


These, Sir, are but a few of the facts from the pile 
of correspondence which I have at present before me, 
but they are sufficient to show that there are other means 
of “ grinding” the poor than that of a reduction of 
wages ; and, also, that there are those in society, who 
have filled, and who may fill again, high magisterial 
stations, who do not scruple, by deeds like these, to 
evade the sacred principle of the law. And when men 
of wealth and station—those who ought to be an exam- 
ple to others—trecklessly place at defiance the laws of 
their country, what reason have we to expect that the 
poor will respect that which the rich despise? As well 
might we expect jastice from a Jeffries, as to expect 
popular respect for the laws under circumstances like 


these. Magistrates and men of wealth may carp at the | 


recklessness of the poor, but they should look for the 
cause in their own bad examples—examples made doubly 
powerful by wealth and station. A nation’s safety de- 
pends on the respect felt for her laws. Undermine tliis 
respect, and you destroy the greatest bulwark of the 
state. Yea, the first great step towards anarchy is 
taken ; and, in all probability, as 
“ Passing events throw their shadows before,” 

the time will come when, unless the rich gain more wis- 
dom, or the poor more forbearance, all the horrors of a 
civil war will be the inevitable consequence of these 
deeds of wealthy folly. 

Sir, would you believe that, in the locality of Fenton, 
a manufacturer—one of wealth and station—_may be met 
with, who is in the weekly practice of lending out mo- 
ney, at an enormous interest, to those under his employ ? 
Would you believe it possible, that an individual whom, 
fiom his wealth, the world would denominate respectable, 
could be found, so far lost to justice and humanity, as to 
tuke advantage of the poverty of his servants, by ad- 
vancing,"at a tremendous weekly centage, paltry and 
inconsiderate sums? And yet, such are to be found. 
When the “sprigs of nobility” embarrassed their estates 
by borrowing, at a large rate of interest, monies of the 
metropolitan usurers, Government passed a law, making 
it criminal for money-lenders to receive more than ten 
per Cent, for money so lent; and shall the poor,—the 
honest, toiling, helpless poor, — become the victims of a 
provincial usurer, whose rale of interest exceeds ten, 


a 





twenty, thirty, a hundred, or even five hundred per cent. 
(for his comes weekly, and not annually,) and not be 
protected? Sir, let every effort be made to protect the 
poor, and to enforce the law: let every step be taken 
to teach such parties the criminality of their conduct, 
and the penalties to which they make themselves liable ; 
for, be it remembered, if the laws be not respected, 
property becomes insecure. 

Such, Sir, are a few of the facts, from the many 
which I have before me, and which it is my intention 
to use as future circumstances may dictate, cf the eva- 
sion of the “ truck,” and the breaking of the “usury,” 
laws. 

Oh, Sir, lt the energies of your intelligent mind ; 
let the power which your position in society places at 
your command ; let the cries of suffering humanity ; let 
all those high and holy precepts laid down by Christ; 
let every principle of honour, and honesty, and right, 
stimulate you to assist in “ breaking the rod of the op- 
pressor,” and in “setting a captive people free.” Do 
this, and you will experience that serenity of mind which 
gold can never purchase. Do this, and every step of 
your progress through life shall be marked by the love of 
those you serve ; and when death shall call you from the 
contentions and heart-burnings of this life, your ashes 
chall be moistened by the honest tears of a grateful 


people ! 
MENTOR. 





GRIEVANCES OF MR. MASON’S WORKMEN, 
Mr. Editor, 


Havrne been furnished, by the workmen of Mr. Mason 
with a budget of grievances to which they have been sub-* 
jected, I shall proceed to lay them before you immediately. 
But, ere this be done, allow me to remark, that upon 
first becoming acquainted with them, my feelings were 
exvited almost beyond control. . a deve- 
lopemen: of wrongs of the most repulsive character. It 
appeared a combination of tyranny, meanness, shame- 
lessness, h isy, and all such like to an extreme. I 
was constrained to ask, Has all this happened, and with 
impunity, in a land “great, glorious, and free!” in a 
Christian country, where all are said to be equally re- 
spected and protected? Are these the acts of & Corn 
Law Re , an out-and-out Liberal? Liberal, indeed ! 
His wo have found that he has been, by far, too 
liberal with them and theirs. Verily, in their affairs he 
has been none of your milk-and-water Free Traders, but 
has gone the whole hog. Perhaps you are getting im- 
patient, & want to learn what are their grievances, without 


| being troubled with a long exordium. This shall be done. 











cent. 


duct, 





But before the budget is opened, I must hesitate one 
moment to consider whether to look “ tarnation sour,” 
and * infuse gall” inte every line, or to recite this legion 
of grievances in a pleasant mood, as things that are for 
ever past, and so to scribble on, to the tune of “ Better 
days are coming.” Surely it is well to be as merry as 
we can, even with the worst and most ugly piece of bu- 
siness. We can let our fellow-men see that, though the 


retrospect. be black and disgusting, yet, in antic'pation of | 


the future, we can be joyous. We can afford to smile, 
if but contemptuously, at the dirty tricks that have been 
practised : meanwhile, we have to hint to the tricksters 
that their dupes are now wide awake, and upon their 
guard. Well, but enough of this, I will be in good 
humour. So here goes. In the first place, you will give 
attention to a slight matter that appears asa leader in my 
brief, viz., Prices. I have heard mention of considerable 
reductions frequently, but seldom does the term more 
Jeelingly apply than in the case of the liberal C, J. Mason's 
hollow-ware pressers’ price. You shall be favoured with 
a specimen, and, in truth, as is the sample so is the sack. 
In 1840, earthenware salads, and sauce tureens and 
stands were 3s. 6d. per dozen ; in 1843, they were 2s. Ud. 
Comports, that were at the former period 1!s. 6d., were 
at the latter 9d. per dozen. Water plates, that were 2s. 
3d., are now 6d. per dozen, and make their own plates. 
Large square jars, that were 10d. each, are now 4d. Bear 
in mind, that of what I now write is all best ware. The 
prices generally are one-fourth, or more, under what are 
given at other manufactories. What do you think of 
44d. being the price given for best tureen and stand in 

ware, *nd 6d in iron stone; (patent iron stone I 
should have sax:); or, of earthenware cover dishes being 
made at Is. 10d., ewers Is. 54., chambers 1s. 3d., soap 
boxes, and brush trays, Is. Od. per dozen? Are not 
these most liberal doings; In most things apprentices 
and journeymen have but one price. Nay, nay, excuse 
that slip, at any rate; all, whether young or old, are vir- 
tually apprentices alike. As, for instance, let a lad of 
seventeen be set to make teapots, he shall be paid Is. 6d. 
per dozen for them; a man of forty may do the same 
work, and not receive a fraction more. And it has been 
so, that, when work has been made, men have not known 


| at what rate they should be paid for it. It is generally 


after work is made, and fired, that reductions take place ; 
and I find, by referring to my budget, that at one time, 
for eight successive ovens, there was drop after drop. 
Besides these things, when the work has got into the 
biseuit warehouse, if anything whatever be amiss with 
cover-dish covers and such like, or vice versa, the other 
part is taken away from the owner, however good it may 
be, and goes to the Aberal master, without any cost for 
the making thereof. A very lucrative contrivanc this,e you 
nay upon it! Hurrah for Free Trade, and No Pro- 
tection! And the master, has this, too, in his favour, be- 
fore workmen are permitted to enter the warehouse, to 
have the remaining part of their work counted to them, 
all the so called “ bad ware,” or, in other words, all the 
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ware that his agents think fit to place to the master's sule 
account, is taken away to the dipping house, or other 
proper places, so that the workmen have not the slightest 
chance of seeing whether the ware be really bad or not. 
As bad as it may be, there is very little broken; and the 
men rather shrewdly hint at what becomes of it. By these 
means, therefore, in addition to the extremely low rate of 
payment for what they can catch, the men often and 
grievously suffer, from entirely losing far move of their 
work than can be satisfactorily accounted for. 


And then, Mr. Editor, workmen must be tenants of 
houses worth, perhaps, two-thirds or one half of the rent 
exacted for them Some of these are most handsome, 
and most convenient habitations, forsooth, as the barrack 
for example! Stop, stop, Mr. Editor. I was guing on 
to something else, at steam speed. But imprimis houses ! 
Single men have paid rent for houses, whose foundations 
have not been laid, nor ever will be. Very eligible resi- 
dences indeed! What do you think of these for a shelter 
from the pelting of the pitiless storm? ‘This, °in reality, 
is building castles in the air; Aye, and paying for them, 
too, in good hard cash. And then the liberal master is 
thus considerate and oblizing: the men are not put to 
the trouble of paying these things out of their own hard- 
earned “ready rhino,” after they have gotten hold of it. 
No, no; what the master or his agents think fit is stopped 
from their wages, in the counting-house. Workmen have 
nothing to do but receive the scanty remainder. Nor 
does this system of reduction, paltry earnings, and what 
not, include pressers alone. As, for instance—and this 
is but one case amongst a many—an oven man was en- 
gaged to work last year at 18s. per week, but was. re- 
duced, in the middle of the year, without any fault on 
his part, to 12s. This he received forsome time ; but at 
length, through being determined not to put up with it, 
was raised to 14s. per week, upon condition of becoming 
a tenant of one of the master's respectable houses. Yet, 
still, you see, that he had to endure a reduction of 4s. per 
week from the terms he had engaged upon. And, as for 
low prices, you will have to hear something from the 
printers on this head. 

Just to prepare you for acareful hearing of their griev- 
ances, I will give you, this week, a little from my budget, 
but more of this anon. The /iberal J. C. Mason has a 
steam machine for printing, and two printers that work 
at it, are so advantageously situated, that, if they work 
very hard, and make long days, they can, perhaps, earn 
12s. or 14s. in a whole week. 


But the transferers, that work after the steamer, beat 
this hollow ! 
to their work, (women, recollect,) march off home on the 
Saturday night, with two, three, or perhaps four shil- 
lings, for their week's earnings. At first they had to pay 
their paper cutters out of their own a small as 
they were; and one week, after having to do this, they 
had nothing left for themselves, but were in debt, and had 
to go home with some consequence ! carrying their week's 


Some of them, after coming several miles | 
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wages, which was nix. 
satisfied women struck work ; and, by their strike, achiev- 
ed one mighty victory,—the /iberal master was compelled 
to improve their condition, so far as to pay the paper cut- 
ters himself. 

And now, Mr. Editor, I beg leave to move that this 
question be adjourned until next week, when I shall again 
open my budget, and lay before yon something else wor- 
thy your notice. Until then, I remain faithfully yours, 


TIMOTHY SCRIBBLE. 
To the Editor of the ** Potters’ Examiner.” 
And Workman's Advocate. 
Sir, 


seeing that you wish for facts to fill up the columns of 
yonr valuable paper, I think that by inserting the 
following, you will do much towards enlightening 


This would not do; and the dis- | 


ten pence, in money, in twelve months ; and a Dish- 


| maker was forced to exchange Candles for Flour; 


loosing one penny per pound before he] could do so. | 
have had a roll of Tommy Tickets in my hand, a few days 
ago, as much as | could! well grapple; and if ever a 
person should have a shilling in money it is put down 
in his Tommy Ticket, as a loan. I will now just tell you 


| of one of the masters, who professed to be very much 


| against the Truck System. 


He has repeatedly told his 


| men that unless they united themselves and put a stop 


to the Truck System he would give over, as he was 
blocked out of the markets; he said that he was willing 


| to give a higher price if we would unite and make the 


| others do the same. 


the | 


Staffordshire Potters respecting the real state of the | 


Derbyshire’ Potters. Having resided in Derbyshire 
twenty-tw» years you will perhaps allow that I know 
something about the country. Sir. | am an operative 
Turner, and, I believe, that no branch ever suffered so 
moch as the Turners Branch have done in Derbyshire, 
although every branch bas suffered more, or less, by the 
Derbyshire Tyrants. 


When first I commenced work’at | 


Midway, I received three shilliogs and sixperce per | 


score for dipt ware. I have sven it reduced down to 
two shillings; but the Staffordshire Potters Union 
assisted us, as we belonged to the Union, in raising the 
price up to two shillings and sixpence. 
masters told us was a fair and honest price. 


This price the 
We 


maintained it from two to three years; but, as soon as | 


the masters saw that the Staffordshire Potters late 
general turn out had fuiled,, they began to use the iron 
hand of oppression! they took all the advantage they 
possibly could, and, after they had said that two shillings 
and sixpence was a fair and honest ‘price, they reduced 
the price to two shillings and three pence, and, since 
that, they have reduced the price every year until some 
turners have been turning dipt ware at one shilling and 
four pence per score;—the highest price that has been 
given has been one shilling and ten pence per score 
for dipt ware for the last two years; and, although the 
prices have been so low, the manufacturers, with about 
three exceptions, resorted to another way of reducing 
the wages of the poor work men (viz.) ‘Truck. This 
shamefal system has been practiced in some of the most 
scandalous manners, ever before known. Some of the 
Mauufacturers keep Grocers’ Shops; some Grocery and 
Drapers’ Shops; some Butchers Shops; and one 
deals in Pigs, Onions, ir Tipets, ready-made Clothes, 
Hats, Bonuets, and almost every article used by his 
hands. So that money has been very scarce to some, 
and to others quite a stranger. J know one case where 
a looker to the ware ha! to pay his rent with flour; 
Ae never saw money; and one ‘l'urner has only received 





In September last, ] was ‘old that 


| some of the masters were reducing their Turners. I 
Having seen one of your papers this morning, and | 


and one of my tellow workmen thought it high time to 
bestir ourselves. I wrote to a friend of mine at Tun- 
stall to send me some information how the Staffordshire 
Potters Union was going on; and to get some informa- 
tion hew to act ourselves. I received an answer, called 
a meeting of the operative Potters; and the first meet- 
ing we enroled 57 ; the next meeting we were 79; but 
the third meeting we were 173 strong. So_soon as the 
manufacturers saw a determination in the men they 
began to meet. Their chief business was to do what 
they could to catv-h the weak, and to take advantage of 
them, on purpose to dishearten the other workmen, and 
to set a mark upon the two men who had been instru- 
mental in getting the men together. This is the art of 
the Honest Manufacturer before alluded to. He has 
been guilty of some of the meanest and most 
disgraceful actions ever before attempted at; but I am 
happy to say, that he is now suffering for his guilty 
actious, We have brought one Truck Master to justice, 
and he has paid for his Zommy Tricks before the Magis- 
Srates; and we have more informations in ambush, 
which I will send to you as soon as Zried. I forgot to 
tell you that one Tiuck Master charged his men two 
shillings and sixpence for Pig’s Plucks. J could go on 
to a great length, but am afraid, that I should trespass 
too much upon your columns; and, never belore 
writing for publication, I fvel rather unnerved. Per- 
haps many in the Potteries might think that they could 
do well in this country, not knowing how things are 
going on here; and, as an advertisement is in the 
Potteries for men, for this couatry,I send you this, s0 
that men may not come and be takeu in when they get 
here, as there are 35 out of employment, who are 
standing ovt for price ! 
Yours, in the Bonds of Union, 
AN OPERATIVE TURNER. 


P.S. Iam proud to say that Mr. Thomas Harrison 
Manufacturer has come to our assistance by subscribing 
to our Funds and acting as an Honourable Manufac- 
turer. ‘Thanks are due to him! 


Ashby Wolds Dee. 5th, 1843. 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Received: Y. S. Shelton; Ax Overative; L. P. 
Hanley ; and A Porter, Bristol. 
We will endeavour, in some future number, to find room 


for M. C's, Poem ; but really, it is still too long for 


our little periodical. 


One of the Ravere, Stoke. We thank our correspon- 


dent for his facts,--“\Hard Facts"--but they are such as 
We should be glad 


will not permit of insertion at present. 
to hear from him again. 

D. A. in our next. 

The communication from our Friends at Cauldon Place 
ts received, but too late to be noticed this week, 


THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 
And Workman's Advocate. 
December 23rd, 1843. 


[Aw is the great social bond of civilized society : with- 
out it, life becomes insecure, and property a hazard. It 
is the great binding principle between man and man, na- 
tion and nation ; and when justly enacted, and impartially 
administered, becomes the foundatien of all national se- 
curity, social enjoyment, and human progression. It is 
the duty of lawmakers to legislate for the interest of all ; 
it is the duty of magistrates and peace-officers toadminister 
the law tmpartially to all ; and it is the duty of every ci- 
tizen to obey the law. He who would make laws for the 
interest of a fraction of society, is a tyrant, and unfit to 
legislate for civilized society. Le who would administer 
the law from vindictive, or class-regulated feelings, is a 
villain, and ought to be subject to some heavy, penal 
enactment; and he whv would break a bad law for the 
benefit of a nation, is unfit to have a voice in the making 
of a good one; for, if the principle of law-breaking be 
admitted, all the diversified opinions and passions of man- 
kind are called into practical existence, and auarchy is 
the consequence, 

Next in importance to the making of the laws, is the administering 
of the laws. He, as we have before stated, who would administer 
the law from vindictive, or class-regulated feelings, is a villain, and 
ought to be subject to some heavy, penal enactment, The judge 
who would act from passion, prejudice, or class interest, and not 
from the letter of the law, is a blot on the jurisprudence of a coun- 
try,—a moral pestilence in the very heart of social existence, that 
threatens the security of life, liberty, and property ; and ought, 
consequently, to be removed, as the greatest possible evil of civi- 
lized society. 

We are sorry that these remarks should have been called into 
existence, by some late proceedings in our local courts; not that 
we would be understood to apply them to the conduct of T. B. 
Rose, Esq., stipendiary magistrate of this district ; but, simply, 
because the possibility exists that the time may come, if it have 
not already arrived, when human frailties may influence hls magis- 
terial conduct ; we, therefore, deem it a duty to offer a few remarks 
on his late proceedings, and also a little advice for his future 
guidance. 

To our feelings (we may be over nice on these matters) there is 
something passionate and vindictive in the summing up of Mr. 
Rose, in the case of Edgar Steele, who was committed to hard 





q 





labour for the period of three calendar months, for breaking an | 


agreement entered into between the latter and the Messrs. Hach- 
wood. There is something opposed to the calm and dispassionate 
character of a judge in the expression, “ There is a set of idle 
vagabonds about, I know, trying to induce both colliers and potters 
to absent themselves from work, by threats and promises. Let but 
one of them be brought before me, and I'll commit him for trial at 
the assizes.” There is something peculiarly savage about the latter 
partof this small speech. ‘“ Let but one of them be brought be- 
fore mx, and I’Lt commit him." Does Mr. Rose require the CHARGE 
only, to put His THREAT into execution? or does he require evi- 
dence, also, to substantiate the charge? If the former, we have 
no doubt there are underlings prepared to bring one-half of the 
working population of the Potteries before him, for committal to 
“* the assizes :” if the latter, we are afraid Mr. Rose’s mind would 
not be sufficiently calm to investigate the facts of the case; and, 
consequently the ends of justice may be thwarted by the passions 
of man. “ Let but ong of them be brought before mz, and I'ii 
commit him ! !” 


There is, also, something very vituperative and unfeeling in the 
expression, “idle yagabonds.” Is a man “ idle,” for wishing to 
raise himself and family in the scale of social existence, by im- 
proving the price of his labour? or is a man a “ vagabond,” be- 
cause he wishes to extend to others greater facilities than they at 
present possess, for domestic comfort and moral improvement ? 
Really, if meanings like these are to pass current for comgmon sense, 
there is something very UNCOMMON in the sense of the age! 

But there is another point to which we would call the attention 
of our readers, and which to us appears something like a LipeL on 
the characters of honest men. Mr. Rose has had the hardihood 
to state, and the Mercury has had the eaGerness to publish, 
that “‘he knows” that “ threats” have been made use of to induce 
potters to abstain from work. From the evidence which, as yet, 
have been laid before him, there is no Proor to warrant him in 
making this statement. We, therefore, in behalf of the United 
Branches of Operative Potters, call upon him, if he ‘ knows” that 
“ threats’ have been used, to bring the parties using those threats 
immediately to justice, that the same may be investigated, and the 
laws of the land conserved. But. if he cannot prove that, of 
which be states HE nas A KNOWLEDGE, we then call upon him to 
recant the statement published in the Mercury, as one unworthy 
of his high calling, and as a libel on an HONEST, LEGAL, and 1N- 
bustRious, body of men. 
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Address from the General District Board. of 
Ovenmen to their fellow-workmen. 
Fertow WorkKMEN, 

If there be any privilege that we esteem greater than 
another it is that of having the opportunity, through the 
medium of the “Examiner,” of expressing to you the 
hopes, prospects, and wishes, that actuate us, as the Ix- 
ecutive of your numerous society. There is not a doubt 
on our minds, but that you fully understand what is 
meant by “The general district board of Ovenmen.” 
You know, that that board is composed of men, whom 
you have sent as delagates from your various Lodges, 
for the purpose of conducting the general affairs of your 
society. We are no masters, but servants ; and, as such, 
we have to give an account to you of our proceedings ;-- 
procedings which we hope will not only tend to better our 
condition at the present time, but also for time , to come. 
We are fully aware that the position we occupy is one of 
great moment, both in reference to the society and in 
regard to ourselves ; because we find by experience, that 
your interests are deeply interwoven with our own ; and, 
from this consideration alone, we feel morally bound, by 
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every tie, to act justly in all things. These are the mo- 
tives by which we are actuated ; nevertheléss, although 
influenced by the desire to do good to all we find it im- 
possible to pleuse all. But there is an old saying, and a 
very true one,--namely, ‘‘where there is the least room, 
there is generally the most “thurshing.” Such characters 
as these we care not for pleasing ; but we are deter- 
mined to go forward, and to do our duty, like men who 
know their rights, and are prepared to maintain them. Itis 
with sorrow, fellow-workmen, that we call your attention 
1o the unmanly covduct of Richard Stonely, in the case 
of Hackwood’s Turn-out. This man was, at one time, 
one with ourselves. and a person whom we thought would 
cheerfully and heartily stand by his brethren in the 
Union, in case of turn-out; but, alas! at the request of 
a tyrant he proved himself a ¢rartor. 

He was, therefore, cast off from amongst us, with 
disgust and shame ; yea, as a renegade, and as one 
unfit for our society. We, therefore hope that every 
member of the Union will look on him as an enemy 
tothe rights of labour; and will, consequently, have 
nothing Whatever to do with him ; and by so doing we 
shall show to him our disapprobation of his conduct, 
and thereby bring upon him public disgrace. 

What has been said of Stonely might, also, besaid of 
Barker and his associates, We have no need to tell you, 
that these men went to Messrs. Wedgwoods’, for the 
purpose of getting employment, and that at the expense 
of our Brothers Bennett and others, members of the 
Union, who would not allow their wages to be reduced ; 
and, consequently, ceased working, in order to prevent, 
if possible, this reduction. But Barker engaged himself 
at the reduced price, and thereby proved himself a traitor 
to our cause. Let, the same conduct be shown towards 
him and his associates, as we have recommended towards 
Stonley ;---namely, silence and contempt. But, we are 
happy to say, that the Messrs, Wedgwoods saw the 
error of their conduct and the uselessness of Barker, for 
they have dismissed the latter. and have taken on our 
old friends, again. This is wise, and will tend to the 
interest of the Messrs. Wedgwoods, for whom we have 
the greatest respect ! 

We feel highly interested in the wellfare of the turn- 
outs, We feel it our duty, as lovers of our trade and 
conutry, to do the uttermost in our power to render them 
assistance ; for they are worthy of support. To their 
praise be it said, they returned to the Board one shilling 
each (a pound in the whole) out of their pay, for the 
purpose of showing to us that they were neither starved 
nor hungry, but good and sound men still. And, truly, 
they are good men, and have the cause at heart. May 
they live long to enjoy the respect of their fellow-work- 
men; and be honestly remunerated for their labour. 
We have felt it our duty to say thus much in their favour, 
and wishitig they may sti]l continue to “keep the enemy 
under their feet,” we beg to subscribe ourselves 

Yours, in the bons of Union, 
The Generar DisrarcT Boarp of Ovenmen. 


| Toa Menzor, 
Sir, 

In reading over a letter written by you, and inserted in 
the Potters’ Examiner, and Workman's Advocate, I was 
somewhat surprised to find that that letter was addressed 
to William Ridgway Esqr, and as I am eonvinced that it 
has given great dissatisfaction to numbers, I therefore 
wish to make known my views to you and the public, through 
the same medium. That letter is said te be founded upon a 
sentiment advanced by that Gentleman at a dinner given 
to J. L. Ricardo Esgr. M. P. by his constitwants at 
Burslem, now it is not upon the truth or falsehood of that 
statement that I wish to base my few remarks, neither is 
it because I wish to speak in behalf of that Gentlemen, for 
it would be consummate folly for me to do so, since I am 
convinced that he is far more competent to do it himself, I 
believe that the sentiment there advanced is the settled con- 
viction of his mind, that he has therefore done tt conseien- 
tivusly, this I believe to be his principle invariably, never- 
theless I am of opinion with you that the remark is altogether 
Jounded onerror. Withrespect to your views on machinery, 
I heartily concur with them, so that I would attach no 
blame to either you or him so far, but I am fur from thinking 
that by making personal allusions like these we shall gain 
anything. I know that in a periodical of this description it 
is necessary that personal allusions should be made, but 
then they should be confined to the tyranny and oppression 
of unprincipled masters, and only then when brovght to 
bear more especially upon our own interest, it is not their 
sayings, but their doings that we have to do with, not what 
they may say at a political meeting, but how they act at the 
Manufactory, let us then not act so imprudent as to give 
publicity to any Man's name, just for his opinion of mecha. 
ery, we ought rather to let such matters as these lie dormant, 
so that if possible we bring them to see that we desire 
not to make them the sulyect of controversy, but rather to 
gain their sympathy, so that our own intrest may be ficili- 
tated by obtaining their assistance, if we must hold up to 
public view the failing of any men, let it be those, (either 
employers or employed) who would seek to engulf us in mi- 
sery and degredation, I hope therefore you will perceive 
that my object in making these few remarks is not to gain 
the esteem uf any man, for I unhesitatingly affirm, that 
I fear not the frowns nor court the smiles of any, while 
doing my duty to extricate myself and others from sluvery, 


and penury, only desire is, that 
of this kind shall not be made when they may be conscienti- 
ously avoided. 


I remain yours 
H. B. Haney. 
Hanley December, 11th, 1843. 


In answer to the above, we beg to state, that we were 
induced to insert the letter, addressed t2 W. Ridgway 
~ from the three following reasons ; 

irst, from the frightful effects produced on the social 
condition of the working classes of this country, by the 
appliction of mechanical and chemical power to the pro- 
duction of wealth. 
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Second, from the circumstance of a Gentleman of high 
moral standing and religious worth ertertaining, and 
publicly expressing sentiments entirely opposed to those 
contained in that letter : and, 

Third, from the fact that machinery has been, and, 
most likely, will be again, introduced into several depart- 
ments of the Potting Business. 

For proof of the first we refer to the letter under dispute ; 
for proof of the second, we refer to the Gentleman himself, 
and to the speech made by him at a dinner given to J. L. 
Ricardo, M. P. and reported in the Mercury, and for proof 
of the third, we refer to the works of Mr. Richard Daniel, 
Burslem, where Printing Machinery is introduced that 
supersedes the labour of nine men;---to Mr. Baker's, 
Fenton, that supersedes ten men; to Mr. Mason's Fen- 
ton, that supersedes eight men ; &”. &c. 

But, with the whole of this we learn, from his letter, 
that H, B. agrees. It is with the personallity, alone, 
that he disagrees, And why is this ? Truth should not “be 
confined” to any individual, or body of individuals. 
Where error exists there truth should be seen ; and, more 
especially, if that error be surrounded by Piety, Intelli- 
gence, and Charity :---qualities which would give power 
lo the most erroneous opinions, 

If there be anything inserted in that letter for which we 
feel regret it is that of applying the term “unchris'ianlike” 
toa mere matter of opinion. We would that expression 
were withdrawn. Ed, 


To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner. 
Srr. 
Will you allow me, through the medium of your 
uly valuable paper, to inform the Members of the 
Cratemakers’ Union, that the Anniversary Dinner of 
neir society, will take place on Tuesday, Dec. 26th, 
1843, at the Town Hall, Longton ; where and when 
very member of this Union is respectfully requested to 
ttend. Tickets 1s. 6§d. each. 
Dinner on the table precisely at Two o’Clock. 
An Operative CaaTEemaxen. 








THE PATRIOT. va 
(Continued from our last.) 





CHAPTER 2. 


Jane Stanton, that a horseman, well mounted, was seen 
iding furiously al one of the main northern roads 
om the small to ip of H. He heeded not the 
plendour of the setting sun, as it glowed, in purple and 
pld, on the horizon’s verge, but rode madly forward, 
if propelled by business of great moment. But, on a 
oser inspection of his hard, passionate features, it would 
found that business was not the motive principle of 
is hasty career; for in them might be seen a war of 
uous and bad feelings ; and Arthur Proudall gal- 

ped, and galloped, to allay, if possible, the fiery 





muituc 








and, at the moment of which we write, his large black 
eyebrows werg drawn closely together over his aquiline 
nose, from the force of internal feelings. The horse, too, 
was in perfect accordance with the character of the rider: 
a fine, fiery creature, that seemed to disdain the earth 
over which it fled. 


After having ridden at this furious rate for the distance 
of about three miles, the mind of the haughty man be- 
came somewhat easier, and he slackened the pace of his 
steed. He had now arrived at the entrance of a long 
avenue of trees, which branched from the maim road, and 
led directly to his dwelling; a princely mansion, in the 
first style of art. Broad lands, parks, and ponds, far as 
the eye could reach, surrounded Proudall Seat; and the 
rich man smoothed his features, as he neared his house, so 
that, when he came to the entrance of his mansion, he 
dismounted quietly from his steed, plared it in the care of 
a couple of liveried lackeys, and walked calmly in. 


“ Has Houndly arrived?” waz the first question put 
by the proud man to one of his numerous household. 


“ He has,” said the lackey, at the same time bending 
in obeisance before his superior. 

** Show him into the back ; and, hark’e, sirrah, 
bring a tumbler of brandy! Quick !” 


The back parlour, to which Arthur Proudall re; aired, 
was one of those retired, splendid domiciles, fitted for 
the plotting of gilded villany. Large, Turkey Carpets 
spread themsrlves over the floor; and «ouches of ex- 
quisite sofiness and innumerable dies surrounded the 
appartment, Here might be seen the faultless proper- 
tions of a beautiful Madona; there the expressive 
agonies of a dying Gladiator. All in short was wealth, 
and gold, and glitter! 


“ Well, Master Houndly,” said Proudall, as a short, 
stout, thick-necked, round-headed man entered the 
room, “ well Master Houndly ; you have had the good 
fortune to be here first. I thank you for your zeal !” 


“ Anything that I can do, Sir, to forward your inter- 


| est I will most willingly do it,” was the obsequious re- 


r was on a bright sunny evening succeeding the death of | 
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ly of Houndly, as he came bowing, and whining, 
towards the place where the rich man stood. 


“Thank you Master Houndly,—thenk you! Be 
seated Sir ;—be seated. I have a little'more business 
for you to do for me :—how is your conscience ?” 


“I never think about it Sir, when you require my 
service. You have always been so kind. so beneficent, 
so charitable, so 4 

** Well, well, that will do. Listen to what I have to 
advance, and let every word sink deep into your heart, 
that the business, | wish you to do, may be done 
efficiently. I have been bearded this morning by a 
boy ;---by the son of Old Stanton___.” 

Houndly started. 

What is the matter, man ? asked Proudall, 
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“ Nothing, Sir, nothing; go on ;” was the reply. 


-* Well, then,” continued the rich man, “I have 
been bearded by the boy Stanton. I waS in my office 
at the manufactory this morning when that,youth came 
seeking foremploy. I knew the father’s ndepeudent 
spirit, so I thought I would try the nature of the son’s. 
*Can you read?’ I asked ; ‘ yes,’ wasthe reply. ‘ Do 
you understand the meaning of the words politics and 
union.’ 1 ‘believe I do,’ was the answer, and his 
plebeian blood rushed wildly to his face. ‘Give mea 
Specimen of Mob Oratory,’ continued I, sarcastically, 
and, faith Houndly, he did! He is a dangerous fellow, 
Houndly, and must be driven from this neighbourhood. 
He bas sense and eloquence, and these are qualities 
that are extremely dangerous in the possession of men 
like him. He must leave, Houndly ;---leave this district, 
quickly ; or his influence will turn our work-people into 
Politicians, or Trade’s Unionists, and our workshops 
int» debating rooms. He must go, ard I will tell you 
the way. There are but four Manufacturers who are 
not already apprized, through my agency, of this fellow’s 
opinions, at least, what I wish to be considered as his 
opinions. It must. therefore, be your business to visit 
these individuals on pretence of other matters ;---any 
thing you please ;---and, in the course of conversation, 
give them a view of Young Stanton’s principles ; but 
be sure you let that view vary according to the peruli- 
arly entertained notions of each. To the High-Tory 
Alderman Longland, call him a Repealer; to the com- 
mercial, speech-making Steam-league, call him a 
Chartist ; to the pious Andrew Pen, call him an Infidel ; 
and to the roaring Geoffry Godless, call him a Christian ; 
and then, Houndly, he will have to tramp, tramp, 
tramp, until his democratic feet are blistered ;---blistered 
for the improvement of his understanding ! 


(To be continued. ) 


To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner, 
Sir. 

You will perhaps have no objection of allowing us, 
through the medium of your paper, to inform our friends 
and the public of the steps we are about to take to remove 
ourselves off the funds of the union. After suffermg for 
some time in thé Good Cause, we have at length come to 
the resolution of commencing in the sale of Blacking 
and Furniture and Brass Paste. §e. §c. so that any 
little custom, which our brethren in the Umon, or the 
public at large, may have to give relative to. these 
articles, will be thankfully received, and gratefully 
remembered, by 


Yours in the bonds of Union, 
THOMAS KNIGHT, JAMES LEES. 
Hanley, Dec. 12th, 1843. 





Postep. 
POWER OF GENTLENESS. 


Abou Ben Adhem ( may his tribe increase! ) 

Awoke one night from a deep dream of peace, 

And saw, within the moonlight in his room, 

Making it rich, and like a lily in bloom, 

An angel, writing in a book of gold ; 

Exceeding peace had made Ben Adem bold: 

And to the presence in the room he said, 

‘* What writest thou?” The vision raised its head, 
And with a look made of all sweet accord, 

Answered “ The names of those who love the Lord. " 
“ And mine is one?” said Abou. ‘“ Nay, notso:” 
Replied the Angel. Abou spoke more low, 

But cheerly still; and said, “ I pray thee, then, 
Write me as one who loves his fellow-men. ” 

The angel wrote and vanished. The next night 

He came again, with a great wakening light, 

And shewed their names whom love of God had bless‘d, 
And lo! Ben Adhem’s name led all the rest. 


Leigh Hunt. 





SUFFERINGS OF THE PEOPLE. 


O ye numberless, 
Whom foul Oppression’s ruffian gluttony 
Drives from life’s plenteous feast! O thou poor wretch, 
Who nurs’d in darkness and made wild by want 
Roamest for prey, yea thy unnatural hand 
Dost lift to deeds of blood! O pale-eyed Form, 
The victim of seduction, doom’d to know 
Polluted nights and days of blasphemy ; 
Who in loath’d orgies, with lewd wassailers 
Must gaily laugh, while thy remember’d home 
Gnaws like a viper at thy secret heart! 
O aged Women ! ye who weekly catch 
The morsel toss’d by law-fore’d Charity, 
And die so slowly, that none call it murder ! 
O loathly Suppliants! ye that, unreceived, 
Totter heart-broken from the closing gates 
Of the full Lazar-house ; or, gazing, stand 
Sick with despair! O ye to glory’s field 
Fore’d or ensnar’d, who, as ye gasp in death 
Bleed with new wounds beneath the Vulture's beak ! 
O thou poor Widow, who in dreams dost view 
Thy Husband’s mangled corse, and from short doze 
Start’st with a shrick ; or in thy half-thatch’d cot 
Wak’d by the wintery night storm, wet and cold, 
Cow’r’st o’er thy screaming baby! Rest awhile, 
Children of Wretechedness! More groans mast rise, 
More vlood must stream, or ere your wrongs be full. 
Yet is the day of Retribution nigh. . 

Coleridge. 
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